CHECKLIST: Movies & TV Show Use
wronLaeeventissocaron. 1N Communal & Social Spaces

OVERVIEW

The NAA offers this checklist to help members secure the necessary approvals and licenses for showing movies
and television programs in communal and social spaces, such as lobbies, leasing offices, parking garages,
elevators, pool areas, fitness centers, lounges, and clubhouses. It does not address music licensing, which is
covered in a separate guide. This checklist is for informational purposes only and is not legal advice. Members
should consult a qualified attorney to address their specific circumstances and ensure compliance with U.S.
copyright laws and regulations.

CHECKLIST
STEP 1:
|:| Is it a “public performance?”

Will the movie or television show be played:
|:| in a place open to the public; or

|:| to a gathering of a substantial number of people (excluding typical family or friends)?

Notes:
e There is no clear-cut rule to define what qualifies as a “substantial number”

¢ A “substantial number” of people is calculated based on potential versus actual attendees—if a
“substantial number” of people could attend, the actual turnout is irrelevant.

STEP 2:
|:| If it qualifies as a public performance and no exception applies, obtain a license.

H Movies
* Decide whether to obtain a blanket license (covering multiple uses of an entire catalog of
copyrighted works) or an individual license (for one-time use of a specific copyrighted work).

* License Options:
Motion Picture Licensing Corporation: https://us.mplc.com/get-licensed-now/
Swank Motion Pictures: https://www.swank.com/

Criterion Pictures: https://www.criterionpicusa.com/ - Criterion Pictures USA

B Television Shows and Live Broadcast
* License Options:
Motion Picture Licensing Corporation: https://us.mplc.com/get-licensed-now/
Swank Motion Pictures: https://www.swank.com/

Direct TV for Business: https://www.directvplans.com/business/Ip/restaurant-bar

STEP 3:
Ensure you have the necessary licenses and comply with all applicable requirements and restrictions.

|:| Confirm that the license covers the movie or television show you are considering using.
|:| Comply with any other license restrictions (e.g., advertising restrictions).
|:| Note the license duration and ensure that the license is updated/renewed when required.

>>>


https://us.mplc.com/get-licensed-now/
https://www.swank.com/
https://www.criterionpicusa.com/%20-%20Criterion%20Pictures%20USA
https://us.mplc.com/get-licensed-now/
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https://www.directvplans.com/business/lp/restaurant-bar

Document all licenses and permissions. Keep a record of agreements with licensing parties.

Ensure employees understand the rules for public performances and when a license is needed.

OO

Avoid using third-party intellectual property to promote a public performance. For instance, do not
include an image of the official movie poster, actor photographs, or similar materials in flyers or social
media posts advertising a movie night. This type of use is generally not covered by a public performance
license.

EXAMPLE:
“Movie Night” at an Apartment Complex

STEP 1: Is it a “public performance”?
Determine if it qualifies as a public performance:

B The movie will be played in the community lounge, a common area open to all residents of the apartment
complex.

B Residents are invited to attend, and there is potential for a substantial number of attendees.

Analysis: This likely qualifies as a public performance because it is in a semi-public setting and open to many
people.

STEP 2: Obtain the necessary license.
Choose the type of license:

B For a one-time event, the management team can secure an individual license for the specific movie they
plan to play.

B If “movie nights” will be recurring, a blanket license offers greater flexibility.

Action Plan: Reach out to the relevant motion picture licensing organizations to secure the required license.

STEP 3: Ensure compliance with licensing requirements.
Verify coverage:
B Confirm that the chosen licensing organization covers the specific movie.

Confirm licensing terms:

B Review the license duration and any restrictions, such as:
¢« The movie can only be shown in a designated area.

¢ Advertising restrictions (e.g., the event cannot be promoted as a public event outside the apartment
complex).
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